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IV. 



WADBOO BARONY. 



Wadboo, or as originally spelled Wattboo, Watboo or 
Watt-boo-e, was the Indian name of the region or locality 
embracing the Barony granted to Landgrave James Colle- 
ton, the third son of Sir John Colleton, one of the 
eight original proprietors of Carolina named in the Charter 
from King Charles II. The date of his patent, creating 
him a Landgrave, was 16 th March, 1671. 1 

Under this patent he became entitled to 48,000 acres, viz : 
four baronies of 12,000 acres each, and on 2 nd April, 1679, 
a warrant was issued to the Surveyor General of the 
province directing him to lay out unto Landgrave James 
Colleton a barony of 12,000 acres. 2 The formal grant for 
this 12,000 acres was issued 14 th August, i683. s The tract 
of land so granted was laid off at the head of the Western 
Branch of Cooper River, on Biggon and Wadboo Creeks, 

'Office Hist. Comm", Bk. "Grants, 1694-1739," on p. 52 
"Printed Warrants, 1672-1679, p. 203. 
"Office Secty. of State, Vol. 38, p. 206. 
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and adjoining the Fair Lawn Signiory granted to Sir Peter 
Colleton, the eldest brother of Landgrave James Colleton. 

When the latter first undertook to settle and cultivate 
his Barony, or when he first actually came into the Province 
does not appear from the record. It is certain that he was 
there in 1686, for on 31 st August, 1686, 4 he was appointed 
Governor of the Province by the Lords Proprietors, and 
arrived at Charles Town to exercise the duties of his office 
in the autumn of 1686. 

With the circumstances of his stormy administration it 
would be out of place to encumber this article. That ad- 
ministration is part of the history of South Carolina and 
can be read of in any of the histories of the time. 

Seth Sothell, who had acquired one of the proprietary 
shares, arrived in the Province in 1690, and claimed that 
under the Fundamental Constitutions of the Province he 
was, by virtue of being a Proprietor, entitled, when in the 
Province, to hold the office of Governor. In this he was 
supported by the opponents of Colleton, and gathered 
strength enough to take possession of the office. He called 
a Parliament in the Autumn of 1690 which passed an Act 
on 23 rd Deer., 1690, disabling James Colleton "Esq." from 
bearing or exercising any authority, military or civil, in the 
Province, and requiring him to depart the Province on or 
before 24 th February, 1690/1 next, and to give bond in 
£10,000 stg. to appear before the Court of Kings Bench, 
at Westminster, at the next ensuing Michaelmas Term. 5 

This Act was "explained" by another Act passed 7 th 
February, 1690/1, wherein he was required only to give 
such bond as should be required by the Lords Proprietors." 
By both acts he was to be charged with a fine of £5,000 stg. 
if he failed to depart the Province within the time limited. 

He would seem therefore not to have left anterior to 7 th 
February, 1 690/1. 

Both of the acts to disable and banish Landgrave or 
Governor James Colleton were disallowed or "vetoed" by 
the Lords Proprietors on 27 th May, 1691 7 — probably as 

'Office Hist. Com", Bk. N. G., p. 56. 

"Stats, at Large, So. Ca., Vol. 2, p. 44. 

6 Ibid, p. 46. 

'Cal. St. Papers, Am. & West Ind., 1689-1692, p. 457. 



THE BARONIES OF SOUTH CAROLINA 45 

soon as they heard of them, as they continued to issue in- 
structions and write letters to James Colleton as Governor 
as late as 13 th May, 1691. 

He must however have left the Province not long after- 
wards, for in 1692 he made in Barbados his power of 
attorney to Thomas Smith and John Coming to manage 
his affairs in Carolina, 8 styling himself "sometime Governor 
of Carolina." 

The Lords Proprietors, as late as 6 th February, 1693, 
issue instructions giving him authority to grant lands in 
Carolina, in case of the death or absence of Governor 
Ludwell," which would seem to import that Landgrave 
James Colleton either was or expected to be in the Prov- 
ince. In 1694 we find him elected to the Assembly of 
Barbados from the Parish of St. John, and chosen Speaker 
of that Assembly, 10 and from 1694 to 1702 there are on 
record a succession of powers of attorney from him to per- 
sons in South Carolina to oversee his plantations and 
conduct his business." 

So far as the record shows he does not appear to have 
again visited the Province. 

How far he built upon and settled up his barony during 
his residence in South Carolina can be only matter of 
conjecture. As it represented his estate in his official dig- 
nity as a Landgrave it is probable he constituted it his 
principal place of residence. As Governor, however, he 
was no doubt required to spend a large part of his time 
either in or within easy access of Charles Town. 

Oldmixon says of him : 

"James Colliton, Esq., of Barbados, brother to Sir 
"Peter Colliton, baronet, a Proprietary, being hon- 
our' d with the title of Landgrave, left the Island he 
"liv'd in, and transported himself and family to Caro- 
lina, where he seated himself at old Charles Town on 
"Cooper river, built a handsome house there; and 

8 Prob. Ct. Charleston, Bk. 1692-1693, p. 30. 

•Cal. St. Papers, Am. & West Ind., 1693-1696, p. IS. 

,0 Ibid, p. 352. 

"Prob. Ct. Charleston, Bk. 1694-1704, pp. 38, 103, 104, 367, 392. 
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"being made Governour, his seat is to this day called 
"the Governour's house." 12 

The site of old Charles Town, if Oldmixon referred to 
the original settlement, was on the South side of Ashley 
River, and as the seat of Government had been transferred 
in 1678 from that point to the present site of the City of 
Charleston, it is evident that there was a mistake in the 
use of the word "old" and that Oldmixon really referred to 
"new" Charles Town. At that place a seat could be had 
on Cooper River. The description as being on Cooper 
River would also apply to the Wadboo barony which is at 
the head of the Western branch of Cooper River. The 
distance of the Barony from Charles Town, over 33 miles, 
would not accord with Oldmixon's account. 

The surmise of the writer of this article is that the seat 
of Governor Colleton at Charles Town referred to by 
Oldmixon, was the place later known as "Belvidere" on the 
Cooper River, just North of Magnolia cemetery and on a 
part of which now stands the present Club House of the 
Charleston Country Club. This surmise is based upon the 
following. 

In 1 72 1 the General Assembly of the Province author- 
ized the sale to Governor Robert Johnson of a tract of land 
and house on it, commonly called the "Governor's House." 
Oldmixon wrote in 1708, so that the name "Governor's 
House" existed at that date. Whether the "Governor's 
House" referred to in the Act of 1721 was the same as the 
"Governor's House" referred to by Oldmixon in 1708, the 
present writer has never been able definitely to ascertain, 
but it is certain that the "Governor's House" and tract of 
land purchased by Governor Robert Johnson, from the 
General Assembly, was the tract and house later known as 
Belvidere. 

After Johnson's death it became the seat of Governor 
Glen (probably by purchase from Gabriel Manigault, who 
acquired himself by purchase most of Johnson's landed 
property), and after Glen's departure from the Province it 
passed to Thomas Shubrick, whom we find in possession, 

"Carroll's Hist. Coll" 8 of S. C, Vol. 2, p. 411. 



THE BARONIES OF SOUTH CAROLINA 47 

altho' his title deed is not on record. In Shubrick's hands it 
became known as Belvidere. 

How and when the General Assembly of the Province 
acquired it (if it was acquired) from Landgrave James 
Colleton the record does not disclose. 

The building of the Country Club is evidently on the site 
of the "Governor's House" as purchased by Governor 
Robert Johnson, and the grounds are a part of the 144 
acres attached to the house when he purchased. 

This, however, has nothing to do with Wadboo Barony, 
save as lending some ground to work on in the speculation 
whether the residence on the Barony was the "handsome 
house" built by Landgrave and Governor James Colleton 
during his occupancy of the post of Governor, between 1686 
and 1 69 1. 

Landgrave James Colleton died about 1706, and Wadboo 
Barony and his other landed estates in South Carolina went 
to his son and heir Landgrave John Colleton. An account 
of this branch of the Colleton family was published in the 
first volume of this Magazine, and will be found on p. 329 
of the number for October, 1900. 

Landgrave John Colleton may or may not personally 
have ever come to Carolina, but the recorded powers of 
attorney from him show that he kept up his investments 
there and maintained a settlement of slaves on the Barony 
as well as on his other estates. He donated to the Parish 
of St. John Berkley a site on the Barony for the Parish 
Church and cemetery, and also a glebe of 100 acres. The 
site of the Parish Church is stated in the deed to be on 
"Tipicop Haw" hill — but in the old maps and deeds this 
Indian name is variously spelled as Tippycutlaw, Tippycop 
Law and by the late Prof. Fred* A. Porcher, a native of the 
Parish, as Tibbekudlaw. The Colletons appear to have 
had on the Barony, on Biggon Creek, a plantation and 
settlement, which went by the name of Tippy cut Law, and 
which was distinct and separate from the settlement and 
residence on Wadboo Creek called Wadboo House. 

Landgrave John Colleton died about 1755, and his South 
Carolina property went, under his will, to his second son, 
John Colleton, who died apparently some time prior to the 
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revolution, when the property passed to his widow, Mar- 
garet Colleton. To what extent these two last holders of 
the name of John Colleton ever came to Carolina or resided 
upon the Barony it is impossible to state. 

Unlike their contemporaneous cousins of the same name, 
on the Fair Lawn Signiory, they took no part in the active 
or political life of the Province, and their comings and 
goings (if any) could only be known by the casual notices 
of arriving and departing passengers, chronicled in the files 
of the Gazette. 

The investment must have been a profitable one, for it is 
fairly certain that the cultivation and utilization of the 
Barony, with a full equipment of slaves and stock, was 
maintained. 

The Barony lay in the track of the contending forces in 
1 78 1 and 1782. It was on the road through the Barony 
and over Wadboo bridge that Lt. Col. Coates retreated, on 
the 17 th July, 1 78 1, after setting fire to the Church on 
Tipicop Haw hill, so as to destroy his stores, with Sumter, 
Lee and Marion hot-foot in pursuit. 

It was on Wadboo, around the Mansion House marked 
on the map, that Marion's last fight with the British took 
place, on 29"' August, 1782, Marion himself being in com- 
mand. An account of this encounter was published in the 
second volume of this Magazine, p. 246, in the number for 
July, 1 90 1. 

It was under the cedars of the avenue leading to the 
Mansion House that Marion took his last farewell of his 
brigade when his soldiers were finally dismissed from mil- 
itary service. 

The Mansion House was then undestroyed, for James, 
in his life of Marion, states that the Mansion House and 
two extensive ranges of negro and other outhouses afforded 
shelter to Marion's force. 

In 1782 was passed, by the Legislature at Jacksonboro, 
the well known Confiscation Act. List No. 1 contained the 
names of persons whose property was all to be confiscated 
and sold. On this list appears the name of M rs Colleton — 
M" Margaret Colleton was then dead, and the South Caro- 
lina property of her husband, including Wadboo Barony, 
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had become vested in her husband's cousin, James Nassau 
Colleton, a descendant of Sir Peter Colleton, the eldest 
brother of the original Landgrave, James Colleton. 

The Commissioners named in the Act divided Wadboo 
Barony into 28 parcels and sold them out at public auction. 

The State, by several subsequent acts, 13 released practi- 
cally all the parties named in the Confiscation Act from the 
penalties of confiscation and restored them their property, 
subject to the payment of certain amercement. Wherever 
sales had actually been made under the Act the purchasers 
were protected and the sales confirmed, the proceeds being 
turned over to the former owners in lieu of the property. 
By the last Act, in 1786, James Nassau Colleton, was by 
name exempted from all amercements." He received the 
proceeds of the sales of Wadboo in the shape of the indents 
given by the purchasers, and was also allowed to bring his 
negroes back into the State. He must have come to the 
State in person for the purpose of presenting his case and 
securing his property, for his son James Roupell Colleton 
(who subsequently succeeded to the Baronetcy) was bap- 
tised in St. Michaels Church in Charleston, in March, 1784. 

There is in the possession of the South Carolina Histori- 
cal Society a somewhat mutilated list of the sales made by 
the Commissioners under the Confiscation Act. The list 
of the sales of Wadboo Barony is complete, and the fol- 
lowing statement is taken from it. 



No. 








±-ot. 


Purchaser. 


Acres. 


Price. 


1 


Peter Faissoux 


3 2 5 


£1460 ,16 


2 


it a 


470 


1950 10 


3 


it a 


470 


164 10 


4 


Maurice Simons 


470 


141 


5 


a a 


470 


164 10 


6 


a a 


465 


327 2 6 


7 


a a 


500 


575 


8 


Ch s . De Tollenare 


500 


1500 



"Stats, at Large, So. Ca., Vol. 4, pp. 621, 639, 699, 756. 
"Ibid, p. 756, Sect. VII. 
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Acres. Price. 
500 1 



No. 




Lot 


Purchaser. 


9 


Alex'. Gillon 


10 


a a 


11 


W m . Moultrie 


12 


a it 


13 


Ch\ De Tollenare 


H 


a a 


IS 


Maurice Simons 


16 


a a 


17 


a u 


18 


a a 


19 


a a 


20 


W m . Logan 


21 


Jas. Brown 


22 


a a 


23 


Ch s . Goodwin 


24 


it a 


25 


M. Simons 


26 


Pet r . Faissoux 


27 


n it 


28 


M. Simons 



3543 15 
1 124 16 



445 J 
325\ 
380} 

500 506 s 

500 1350 

500 2000 

465 930 

446 289 18 
446 356 18 
446 1070 8 
446 557 10 



34i 

489 



3569 



800 > 1760 

500 256 5 

500 650 

500 1550 

500 250 

The total sales, according to this list, amounted to 
£26,048.3.6. This amount also was sterling, for the recorded 
deeds recite the consideration as sterling and not the de- 
preciated State currency. Reduced to the U. S. equivalent 
at the rate of $4.87 to the £ stg. it amounts to $126,853.76, 
a stupendous sum for those days when we add to this value 
the purchasing power of ready money in 1783. It speaks 
highly also for the condition of culture and productive ca- 
pacity of Wadboo Barony in general estimation. 

D P . Peter Fayssoux, the purchaser of lots 1, 2, 3, 26 and 
27, aggregating 2,292 acres, had been a physician and 
surgeon in the Southern Army on the Continental estab- 
lishment, and was one of the original members of the South 
Carolina Society of the Cincinnati. He died in 1795, and 
in 181 1 15 lots Nos. 1, 2 and 3 were acquired from his estate 

15 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. C. 10, p. 164. 
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by D r . Philip G. Prioleau. D r . Prioleau subsequently ac- 
quired lot 13 in 1823, lot 8 (on which stood the Mansion 
House) in 183 1, and lots 15, 16 and 17 in i835. ie In D r . 
Prioleau's lifetime these lots formed a plantation which 
was known as "Sportsmans Retreat," but whether so named 
by him or during the period of Dr. Fayssoux's ownership, 
the writer has not been informed. 

The lot with the Mansion House, No. 8, was first pur- 
chased by Charles De Tollenare, together with lots 13 and 
14. Lot 8 was sold by De Tollenare to W m . Wheeler in 
1822, and in 1831 it passed to D r . Prioleau as has been 
stated. When the Mansion House was destroyed is not 
known. 

Lots 11 and 12 were purchased by Major General 
William Moultrie and formed a plantation styled "Kent." 
In 1802 "Kent" was sold by William A. Moultrie, the 
grandson of General Moultrie, to Gracia Rivers, and after 
some intermediate transfers was, in 1822, acquired by 
Philip Porcher, by whom "Kent" appears to have been 
merged in his larger plantation known as "Tippy cutlaw." 

Lots 21 and 22, known as Tippycutlaw plantation, were 
purchased by D r . James Brown, who a year later, in 1784, 
sold to C. C. Pinckney and Edward Rutledge. The latter 
seem to have added lots 23 and 24 to the plantation, which 
in 1805 was acquired by Philip Porcher, who in 1807 added 
lot 25, and in 1832 lots 11 and 12, the two last then form- 
ing "Kent" plantation. 

In Philip Porcher's lifetime the old Indian name of 
"Tippycutlaw" seems to have been changed to "Tiverton 
Lawn," at least, when after M r . Porcher's death the plan- 
tation was sold in 1839 to Clark Solomon it was in the deed 
described as " Tippycutlaw" or "Tiverton Lawn." 1 ' 

The largest purchaser was Maurice Simons, who pur- 
chased lots 4, 5, 6, 7, 15, 16,-17, 18, 19, 25 and 28, contain- 
ing in the aggregate 5,208 acres. After his tragic death 18 
the property was partly disposed of by his executor, and 

16 M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. M. No. 9, p. 373; C. No. 10, p. 167, and 
K. No. 10, p. 24. 

"M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. Z. No. 10, p. 366. 

M He was killed in a duel with Major Henry Snipes. 
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the rest of it continued for years to be held by his descend- 
ants. 

Lot 20, purchased by W m . Logan, was given the name of 
"Broad Axe" plantation, and with lot 19 added to it, and 
forming one plantation known as "Broad Axe" became in 
181 5 the property of Elizabeth Holmes, and by Henry M. 
Holmes was in 1828 transferred by the name to William 
Meree. 

Lot 9, which had been one of the lots purchased by 
Commodore Gillon, became afterwards the property of M r . 
Elias Ball, who in 1809 19 donated to the Parish of St. John 
Berkley a glebe of 63 acres on Wadboo Creek, near 
the bridge, on which there was a sufficiently large dwelling 
house, which became the residence of the Rector of the 
Parish. The rectory is now in ruins. 

The map published with this article is in the main a copy 
of the map made by William Evans for the Commissioners 
of Forfeited Estates, for the sale under the Confiscation 
Act. 

M M. C. O. Charleston, Bk. C. No. 8, p. 331. 



